
PRESIDENT APPROVES $9.2 MILLION MILITARY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT AT BARNES AS MILCON BILL BECOMES FIRST FISCAL&amp;nbsp;&amp;nbsp; YEAR 1999 APPROPRIATIONS BILL SIGNED INTO LAW
September 21, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- President Clinton yesterday signed the Fiscal Year                (FY) 1999 Military Construction Appropriations Bill, which includes                $9.2 million for a new Army (National Guard) Aviation Support Facility,                or "AASF," at Barnes Air National Guard Base in Westfield.              

Congressman John Olver (1st District) is a member of the Military                Construction Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee and included                the project in the House version of the legislation.&nbsp; The Senate                later agreed to fund the Barnes AASF 
               during a House-Senate conference.&nbsp; Congressman Olver was a                conferee.              

"One appropriations bill down, twelve to go," Olver said.&nbsp;                "The fiscal year ends in just a few days, and there is still a tremendous                amount of work to be done."              

"The Republicans want to pick fights on education issues, environmental                issues, and on funding for the International Monetary Fund," Olver                added.&nbsp; "The first week of October could be a extremely contentious                week on Capitol Hill -- for reasons other 
               than Starr Report."              

Last week both the House and Senate passed a Continuing Resolution                (CR), a stop-gap appropriations bill to fund all government operations                through Friday, October 9.&nbsp; After that date, either a new CR                must be enacted or the federal agencies must have their FY '99 appropriations                measures signed into law in order to continue operating.              

"Some of the larger funding bills are in trouble at this point,                but approval of the AASF is great news for Barnes and for the Massachusetts                National Guard," Olver said.              

"The Labor-Health and Human Services-Education bill and the Foreign                Operations appropriations are the main problems.&nbsp; Milcon was                relatively easy to get through."              

The Barnes AASF will replace a run-down facility at Westover Air                Reserve Base in Chicopee currently being leased by the Army Guard                from the Air Force Reserve.&nbsp; The primary units in the AASF                are a UH-1 helicopter company.              

The new building at Barnes will include a number of helicopter                repair and maintenance bays, as well as command and administrative                offices for the Army Guard aviation units.              

"I've been working on this project all year," said Olver.&nbsp;                "It's great to see it finally signed into law."             
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